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iDA HOLMES,

Belle of the Fort

BY B, W. THOMAS,

Aultbier of the “Young Colonel,* the *‘Reffugees '
“Lilly Da's,"” the “Convent Prisoner,'”
"Jane Mastion, the *Rride of
ani Hour,”" &c., &e.

CHAPTER V.

.Tur wmorning following bis mishap,
Capt. Frite arose with a nose enormously
enlarged and ludicrously out of shape, and
with one eye blind to the deformity in
such close proximity. One glance at his
mirror showed him that his beauty was

“replied, with « smilo

of scorn. . “Well bp it so; but you had

| better lock ' the door and sest yourself

oom fortably, whilst I writen letéer.” «
By this time, the population of the fort
was ifi a fermisht 6f exoitement, snd the
incidonts of the previoud evening were
discussed in every varioty of form and
temper, and nowhere with more earaest-
ness than in the apartments of the ladics.
And could the last have known the reason
why Wilmer struok his superior officer,
the judgment passed by many of them,
would have been promptly reversed. Dut
nono knew that the gallant Lisutenant was
to be tried for his manly defence of the

“|Genornl’s daughter, and that the General

himself had appointed the tribunal before
which he was to appear.

But the beating of the drum suspended
all disenssion, and was the signal for the
assembling of the scattered groups arnund
the door of the court-room—all eager to
sce and hear ag much as possible of what
pussed within. The judges were soon
seated, and presently, the Lisutenant ap
peared, escorted by the Sergeant, and the

f il

C———

“What have you to say in answer to the
charge of cowhrdice, as shown in your re-
fusal to give satisfaction to your saperior
officer, when the same was demanded 7

“I have only to say that the charge was
made by a coward, and that I refused to
fight him for the same reason that I would
refuse 1o get down on all-fours and fight
a dog—<the advantages, all his, the shame
mine."” '

Oupt: Fritz sprang to his feet and laid
his hand upon the hilt of his sword, whilst
Wilmer gave him a look of such withering
contempt, that he sabk, under it, inte his
seat without having uttered a word, The
President steruly remiaded the Licutenant
that'such language, if' not punishable as »
contempt, merited sovere gensure.

“I um here, sir;"” he replied; “to answer
the questions propounded to me, and my
own sense of hesor bids me tell the truth;
and in addition to my last answer, let me
add; that any man, no matter what his
conduct on the field of battle, or the mis-
called field of honor, who will wantonly
traduce a lady, is a coward. Further: it
is known to you all that, during my whole

|

term of scrvice here, Capt. Fritz has
nvailed himsell' of every oppertunity to
heap indignitics upon me,—keeping, how-
ever, just within the limits thnt saved him
from chinstisement; and the superior who
thus deports himself' towards an inferior
officer—knowing the hands of the latter
to be tied by the rules of discipline—is a
coward. You have my. answer to the
second charge—whether it is satisfictory,
or not, is immaterial to me."

“What have vou to say ;" continued the
President ; “to the charge of treasonable

crowd parted to give them free passage.—
Euntering the room, Wilmer stood proudly
ereot before the military tribunal, and his
noble form seemed to acquire additional
majesty under the gase of those upon
whom his fate depended, in the approach-
ing trial. He answered, with a pleasant,
smile, the anxious look of his friends, and
met the gaze of his enemies with dignified
indifference. Never had he appeared to
greater advantage, and his bearing elicited
the admiration of the more generous
among those who sought to disgrace him.

eflectnally marred, for the preseut at least,

conference with a stranger, out-side of the
fort 7"

“Licutenant Charles Wilmer,"” said the

was an adept in hunting and trapping.

pistols and
conspienous places, gave evidence that he
did not rely altogether, upon his peaceful
character for safety, nor upon almg, for his
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that the Court would decide to dismis the
whole subject, on condition that you
apologire to Onpt. Frits V"

““That supposition, siv," the young man

raplied, “is totally out of the gue:tion.—
[ have done nothing that I would not do
again, upder the same circumstances, and
would be dashiered ten times over, svoner
than humble myself hefore that pétty
tyrant, and unpriocipled knave.” :
“Then I can do npothing for you, and
our interview is at an end.” Baid Gen.
Holmes, evidently excited. Wilmer bowed
and withdrew, atid in passing through
narrow passage, mot Ida, She seemed o
good deal agitated, and hurriedly said:
“1 know all about it, Mr. Wilmer, and
thank you, from my heart, for your
gonerous. conduet. Happen what way,
you have onefriend in this fort, and should |
this be our last meeting, keep this in re-
membrance of me."” She hastily slipped
a ring into his hand, and vanished like a
dream,

CHAPTER VI

Ox a stormy night—date immaterial—
two men sat togethor, in a eave on the
Washita. The room was lighted by a pine
torch, which disclosed the rude furniture
made by its occupant, who, judging from
the trophiesthat adorned the natural walls,

And, though called a hermit, the rifle,
tomahawk, which oeccupied

support. A small field, and a garden, of
rich alluvial,—both well cultivated—lay
in front of the cave, and from them the

erated from the main body,” ssid Wilmer,
“but supposed they were detachod as hunt
ers, thoagh it seemed strange that they
should have taken so much pains to con-
ceal the direction they took, Ly following
the bed of & stream. IF your surmiso be
correct, that they recognized me as a soout,
may it not be that the detached party have
designs upon my person? And if so, will
they not follow me to this place?™

“And if thoy do, Mr. Wilmer, theirs
will be a fool's errand.  This place can be
defended against a thousand of them, with
their present means of assault. A door
three inches thick, and faced with sheet
iron, procured” from a trading bost, and
fastened on the inside with heavy bays let
into the solid rock, is a lit'le too much for
their tomahawks."

“But not too much,” Wilmer suggested,
‘“for a fire well supplied with fuel, which
is sbundant hereabouts.”

“You are .not aware, my young friend,
of all the defences of my eastle;” said the
Hermit; with a smile. '“Over our heads,
runs o small stream, which, by the removal
of a rock, can be made to pour out ity wa
ters just above the door, and in suficient
quantities to extinguish any fire that can
be kindled. Itis the same stream that
you saw in the adjoining eell, oecupied by
your horse. Some hundred feet further
back, there is an opening that can be reach-
ed by a ladder, and on passing through it
you find yoursell in a spacious second
story; and going some three hundred feet
farther into the hill, the ceiling gradually
becoming lower, you come to another
opening, very perfectly closed by a heavy
stone, on removing which, you find yout-
eell” out-of-doors, and on the declivity of
the hill. So you see, escape were casy,

"
sparo.”” ik -3
“Lwm worry lo part with you so eoon,

and try my haodl as an Indian fghter—
will ‘you aceopt the offor?”
“For the offer; you have my’ grateful
thanks, sir; but { ean not aceoptfit.. No
man  has ever been lad into' danger by
me, and I am not certain that the presesce
of anothet would not rather, embarrass
than aid fic. . But perhaps you ean help
to disguise me and.my horse, which will be
of material serviee, should I happen to be
seen sooner-than I desire to show myself."”
“That I ean do, Mr. Wilmer, and most
cffeatually; it is a wise precaution, too, for
should the red devils learn that the “Ewil
Eye'" is upon them, their firat impulse
would be to murder their enptives, that
they might the more easily proyide for
their own safety.  Buat come in, and let us
get to work.”
“Yes, lot us get to work, sir; and yet it
pains me to leave you so #oon ; you have

~a delay of one hour isall the tinie T ean

my friend;"” said the Hermity “dnd hive a
mind to offer my services on the eccasion,

rh:iiee for epeaps Had st lait prosentod it-
nlf; and in & moment, almost, the oxer-
soer's oloths wera atripped off and donped
by mysclf; wnd taking all the oro L had
wathiored that dap, and finding some esin
in the pocket of  the suit put ony I
left MM.MEJ:‘M tall
suspected.  After mueh toil, and seveml
narrow escapes, T reached Vera Crus, sail.
ed in a vessel bound for New Orleans,
where [Tauded in safety.  Disgtiised asa
Mexican, weathey and prematurely
ofd, T m o‘ﬂi!f'__ ' Bome sad,
by degress ml,-‘b’inh‘_lth_i% 10wy wifo,
that she might experionce no sudden
shock. My knees barely sustained my
weight, whilst I knocked for admittanse,
and every pulsation of my hoart wax sudi-
ble as T stoodin hreathless tion.
The door was opened, and before mo
stood a wrinkled erone, who denthndod my
business in a sharp and querulous tone.
As soon as ¥ conld sufficiently command
uyself, T told her, that seven years singe,
a lady ocoupied ‘that —at the
same time giving her samo'—and that I
had expected stifl to find her there. The

deeply intevésted mo, aed I had hoped to | hag replied that'she hud bonght the Kouse
hear; to-nmight, the history . of the wrongs|of a widow of that name, who had married
that have driven you to the wilderness.” |a rich sugar phnter; and moved far into
“And you shall hear it Mr. Wilmer; it | the interior. Fise T IREON W

oan be told in very few words, and the| “More dead thun alive, I staggered sway
necessity for haste will prevent me from [from that hateful door, and, for hours;
dwelling, as I might othierwise do, upon |was as one déranged.  But I at length
the painful theme. I can lalk and work |canght at the hopo that the ‘old womas
too ; 50 whilst T paint your horse like a|might be mistaken, and ventured, in wy:
pie-bald Mustang, you ean learn the points [impsuetrable disguise, to make enquives
of a story neither long nor romantie, in|of persons I once know, and the same fa-
the common asceptation of the term. Ttal answer followed every wuch enquiry.
commenced life with a small patrimony, and | Two days afterwards] T'bade adien ' to the
at the age of twenty-three married a lady, |oity, and here Iam, s residént of ehe wild-
whose name itis necdlosd to montion; and |erne a for fourtsen years." i

Famd

and dreading to be scen in such a misera- | President of the Court, “you have been

ble plight, he reported himself on the sick

list, resolved to keep close quarters unli!’
he was himself again. But,in the mean-

time, the proper steps to vindicate liis |
honor and satiste his thirst for ven-

gennce must not bedelayed; and as soon |
a8 the surgeon had re-dressed his wounds,
he drew up u challenge in dno form and
seot it to Wilmer, by the first Ensign.—
The oartel dispatched, e next dispatched
his breakfast, which he had seareely done
when the following note wus handed him,
by the bearer of his chullenge,

To Carr. B Prirz.

“Sin ;—Your note by the hands of ym:r[
friend, has been daly roceived.  In reply, |
1 have only to say that your conduet, fual ‘
night, confirmed the opinion, long enter- |
tined, that you are n scoundrel, and 1|
can pot agree Lo take any step that may |

lund lo an ackoowledgment, on my part,
of any equality between us.

CHARLES WILMER."

Fritz fired off a volley of oaths and
epithets, by way of giving vent to his
rage, and having nearly exhausted his
stock of ammunition, he turned to the
Fosign and asked what he thought of the
note,

“It convinees me, Cuptain, of what 1
have long suspected, that Wilmer is »
voward."

“And what is to be done in such case,
Ensign ?

“Court-martisl, him, Captain, for strik.
ing his superior officer, and for cowardice |
in refusing to give such satisfaction as s
gentleman has a right to demand, The
charges will be sustained, and the Licu-|
tenant eashiered and turned out of the|
fort, in disgrace.”

1 have no other romedy ;" said Frita, |
“and the sooner it is applied, the better.”
And seating himself at tho table, ho drew
up the charges and forwarded them to the
General, with the request that the
trinl might vome on at once, and in his
room.

Pending these movements, Wilmer had
sgnin requosted an ioterview with the
General, which was flatly refused, and the
refusal accompanied with a hint, that the
interview, when granted, would probably
be in publie.
such teeatment, he ealled on Maj. Dade
and asked an explanation of him,

“My dear fillow,” said the Major, “I
hawe, just. this moment, heard of your
affgir with Fritz, last night, and have no
doubt, » somplaint against you has been
" laid before the General, Should such
proxe to bo the ocase, you will be eited to
trial this morning, and 1 have sad misgiv
iogs as to tho result. No doubt, Frits
deserved sll you gave him, but you know
the striotnoss with which discipline is en-
forced hore, aud I would give a year's pay
to unde what is done.”

The Major was right. Wilmer had
scardely entered bis quarters, when an
officer summoned him to appear before »
Qourt-martinl which would econvens at 9
o'clook, in the quarters of Capt. Frit.

“The proceedin
sir ;" said Wilmer, to the officer, “but you
way inform the General that I shall ba
roady st tho appointed hour”

o] ¢an send your message, sir, by an-
other;” said the Sergeant, “but my in-
steuotipng are 1o stand guard at your door
antil you are called for.”

“Thea 1t is foared that 1 way attempt

At a loss to asccount fer

cited to trinl; before this Court-martial, on
three distinet ebarges ; but before proceed-
ing further, it is proper to ask if' you haye
any objections to the Court, as now con-
stitated, and if you are ready for trial!"

“Sir;" said Wilmer, in reply, “it mat-
ters little with me, how this Court i§ con-
stituted. T.e summary procecdings insti-
tuted against me, leave no doubt on my
mind, that eonviction is a foregone con-
elusion. An impartial trinl 1 can not
hope for, in the midst of those who have
vied with each other in a long continued

“At his own request, T met the Hermit

Hermit gathered an ample store for a life oven could an entrauce be forced through

itis needless to say, too, that she ‘was, in

The old man drew along breath and

of the Washita, whose purposc was 1o g0 primitive ; and could econtentment be
warn the fort of the approach of Tatunkah | {ha lot of an isolated man, no place seeim-
with a small band of warriors, and with [od Letter caculated to seoureit. But we
hostile designs. At this moment, perhaps, | will not inflict an attempted description
the bearer of the white flag is on his way upon the reader—for however acourate it
to the fort, to propose a conference with |might be, all the features of the scene,
you, sir, at a distant point, under the pre- (would but take the shape his fancy might
text of making a permanent peace, but, impart to them.

in fact, to make you his prisoner, This,
gir, is the treasonable communication I

“And now, Mr. Wilmer;" said the Her-
mit; “Laving provided for your horse, and

received from the stranger.” ‘ satisfied your appetite, T hope you will
“And why have you not sooner reported | gratify my curiosity to know the cireum-

the important intelligence?” Asked the |gtances which have brought about this

effort to traduce my character. The Court i
| President.

is, perhaps, as impartial as any that could k-
have been organized out of the muluria]! I ?n‘}:fdt“t- the ‘it“:‘:‘“f’!fﬂf ﬂl:!'chclrn:
ight, to impart the information ; bu

within the fort; and when the cmll.!'rmml-ilm’l n‘ : :
ing General himself sets the example of he refused to see me. 1 called again this

prejudgiog my cass, what BaveT to u'llnowing, and was again denied, with the
peet from his subordinates, with one ol'[l:;“f‘:“;on!‘:l:“:' ﬁﬂl;:;fll‘vmw.:arte] g:.aut—
two exceplions?" ed, it shouid be In publie—evidently lore-

o1 de:i:mml the proof, sir,” eaid l]m,nhndowing this ftrial, for which he was
General, interrapting him, “of the chsri:t'| tl;-en prepnr;ng, I heing ﬁup:lln lgm:!:lnnce
that T have pre-judged your case!” l:f l.l::ysjrt:culr .Ii’::‘fi’:e’*““l ';:::e':;‘ :x‘;:u:t"j
| But this is not the only evidence. Scarce-
Iy had T reached my quarters, when the
| Sergeant came to tell me I must appear
| before this court, at this hour, and that he
|had been ordered to keep guard at my

“You shall have it, sir;” Wilmer re
plied, as he drew from his pocket and read
aloud, the following note.

To Oarr, Frirs.

“DeEar Sin:—Your request shall be
immedintely complied with. Thearrogance " . A
and presumption of Wilner has been borne | 400 until I was called for.
long enough, and his absence from the fort| “I gave wo such order!"
will be arelief lq many, and to no one more l’;agidont‘ with excitement.
than myself. W, HOLMES.” “That is a matter between you and the

“And now, Gon. Holmes,” Wilmer con- | Sergeant, sir.””  Wilmer cooly replied.
tinued, “permit me to ask you if thismote| “The order was given, not by Gen.
was written for general cireulation amongst| Holmes, but by Capt. Fritz." Said the
the officers ¥

"It was intended to be strictly private;"

Baid the

‘ Sergeant.

“Aund Capt. Fritz shall answer for it!”
said the General, whose face was all aglow | Exclaimed the President. “Have yon
with confusion, “und was written in hnrli‘!nn.\'!hing wore to say, Lientemant Wil-
and under excitement, [ acknowledge my | mer?"
error, and beg that it may have no wuighl|
with any member of the Court, and I ask| o prefer.”
your pardon, Lieut, Wilmer, for any wrong
it may do you,"

“Nosir! Unless you have more charges
Capt. Frits, the prosecutor, being asked
if he had anything to say, repljed in the
“Whilst I frecly forgive,” continued the | pooative, and the Court adjourned to the
Lieutenant, “1 must be permitted aguin t0| Pragident’s room to deliberate, telling
vefor to this note as affording proof of my | Wilmer that he was at liberty until sent

| for to hear their deeision.

meeting, so much sooner than I expected.”
“That can be told in very few words?”
Was the reply. “Not an hdur before I
saw you at the fort, Capt. Frits forced me
to strike him. The next morning I was
tried for the offence, and dismissed from
the service, in spite of the efforts of one or
two friends to prevent it. Twelve hours
nfter, I was on horse-back and wending
my way to this place, though I lost two
days by the lameness of my horse,”

“If it is not an impertinent question, sir
I would like toknow whether a woman was
not mixed up in the affair!” said the Ier-
mit.

“You have guessed the truth,” Was the
reply.

“I didn’t guess it, my young friend, I
knewit. The time was when women seem-
ed angols to me; butaxperience has taught
another faith, and if you will take my ad-

the door.”

“1t is, indeed, a strong-hold, and [ won-
der it has not been made the abode of rob-
bers!” Wilmer remarked.

“Buch it was, sir, when first T saw it ;
but finding it admirably adapted to my
wants, I gotinto the room above, and there
making up the best imitation of a ghost
that I had materials to fushion, let it down
through the opening, by means of a small
cord, when the band was assembled around
the fire, and the effect upon the bold vil-
lains was terrific. Horror, amazement and
abject fear wronght upon them to such an
extent that they ran into the woods, and
not one returned until the next day ; and
then only to remove their plunder, and
abandon the place. None have ever re-
turned to dispute my right of possession,

my estimation, the embodiment of female |wiped the porspivation  from his brow:
perfections.  Two years subsequent, T was | Wilmer deeply sympathisod witit him, and
prevailed upon to join a friend in a trad- | wishingto' know yet more ofone for whiom
ing voyage to Havapa; and wvesting the | he cncrtrined so high a roghtd, ventured
most of my means in that ventare, we sail- | to remark: ' st Mg
ed from New Orleans, where I left my wife | “Phat' lady, sir, was stilloyour lawfil
and one son, in a comfortable little home | wife~~why did you not'seok and “h}
to await my return”” Choking VYack a [assueh? - © o0 bt mnni e

w i r

sigh, the Hermit resumed, after a pause,

“For two days, our little bark bounded
over the blue waters, before a free wind,
and my heart was as light and joyous as
hope could make it, in the absence of the
two beings whom I so tenderly loved. On
the third day, however, the breeze became
a gale, and with shortened sail, we rode
the waves at a speed that was frightful to
alandsman. Before night, with bare poles
wo were flying before a furious burricane,
and before marning, our vessal—or rather

—But what is it, Mr. Wilmer?" He asked,
seeing that the young man was on the alert |
and listening intently. “Has my ghost-
story frightened you?"
“There are Indinns near;" was Wilmer's
reply; “and my horse has given me notica |
—There, do you mot hear his peculiar|
whinny?” !
The Hermit stepped lightly to the door,
and rested his ear against the solid stone |
wall, and, for a while, was as motionless as
the rook itself. ‘“You ave right;"" he said
to Wilmer, who had crept to his side; “‘they
have passed right over the hill, and the
sound indicates that they. are moving on.”
“Unbar the door, “said Wilmer; “and

vice, you will give them a wide berth."
“I am afraid, gir;" said Wilmer, with a
smile, “that experience will have to be my '
tencher, as it has been yours ; for nothing .
short of it is likely to bring me to )'rmri
opinion of woman," ,

“To experience, let usleave it, then, Mr.
Wilmer, and pardon, if yon please, an ex-
hibition of bitterncss which has its origin
in greivous wrongs. Now tell me the
sult of Tatunkah’s stratagem."

“There is but little to tell.” Said Wil.
mer. “A messenger was sent in to pro-
pose tho peace couneil ; and Gen. Holmes,

ro- |

1
|

porhaps we can get a view of them,”

The IHermit complied, and, noiselossly
passing into the open air, they found that'
tha storm had passed away, and the moon,
not long risen, was pouring ita borrowod
light upon the scene, each pendant drop
of water sparkling with its silvery rays, |
Coneealed in the shadow east by the over- |
hanging bluff, the two men looked in the
direction of the sound, as heard in the
cave, and for awhile, in vain. At length a
figure, on horso back, emerged from the|
dense shade of the wooded hill into the|
moon-lit prairie that sloped dowa' to the

its fragments—drifted amid the breakers,
and T, bruised, and alwost insensible, lny
stretehed upon the beach, having been car-
ried ashore, elinging to a picce of timber
Fxcept myself, none of oTEW Were
saved, so furas I have learned, and a thous-
and times bave I wished that their fate had
been mine.

“The sun rose bright, on the sueceeding
morning, and its rays as they dipped into
the rippling waves of the now quiet deep,
seemed to lnugh at the wreck of hopes and
fortunes that lay buried beneath the spark-
ling eurfuce. Chilled, stiffened and bruis-
ed, I arose with difficulty, and looked a.
round, hoping to see sowe human habits:
tion where assistance might be rendered
me, But the soene was as desolute as my
own blighted nrospects, and I staggered
forward, knowiog not whither, and earing
not how soon I might perish from the
hunger and thicat that so sorely opprossed
me. I had gone but a foew steps, when o
pack of yelling Mexicans, rushing to the
beach to gather the remains of the wreek,
met me on the brow of a sand-hill, and, in
a twinkling, my arms were bound fast, and
a guard placed over me, for save keeping

“1 did think of it, Me. Wlllld!w J

membered that she niight be heppy—that
she:might be the mother of bther ehild
than' mine, and I loved he

crush hor fature happiness by lotting ﬁﬂ“
know that she wag, innocently, guilty of
bigamy, and that her children; if any, were
illegitimate.  To shicld her from ro great -
o grief, I resolved still 1o be dead to hes, .
and to bury my name in_oblivion, ¥ou.
now know all, sir, except some unimport-
ant details, which I may give hereafias;
but now it is tima you were off-every-
thing is reudy, so good-hyel" e
Wilmer led his horse forth; and being wall
armed, a8 well a8 provigioned for a shart
campaign, leaped lightly upon the back of
his noble steed, and rode farward, his

| heart softened by the sad story of the Her-

mit, but strengthened inits resolve togave
from & worse captivity, Lda and her father,
TO BE CONLINUED. e ;
Lt T8
v The New York Herald’s Nicaragus
an correspondent gives this graphio ¢
of the stylein which Mr. Wm, Caray J

is discharging his special mission to G,
tral America; vy
Heo disputes the chronicled i_aiuli

Vattel is any authority at ull. Bince Mon,-
roo, suid Mr. Jones, the statesmen in Wash-
ington had all been nfloat on the true prin:
cipal of the right of national intorferchve.
| He was for no wilk and water policy.in
{Central America. IF the fillibosters conl
not hold Nicaragus, he woul'd see that
Brother Jonathan did. e wonld indive:
dintely establish a new theory of national
law. No furtber capdingl mistakes shoudd |
be made. Might ehould be right. ‘Hs
had been sent out to Nicaragua to negati-
ate with Hts government-—had bﬂ‘g‘mt
|ing for it for a period of'three mon i

is somewhal summary,

declaration, that 1 have nothing to hope As they were
—and lot me add—nothing to ask from | leaving the room, Gen, Holmes said to the
this Court.  No one present can be more| [isutenant, in a low tone, that he would
anxious for me to leave the fort than Lam| 5y, o speak with him at his private room,
to leave it; and if dismissed from lhcl in o fow minutes. Of course the request
service—as 1 expect to be—the disgrace| y,g complied with, and soon the two were
will not be mine.—1I am ready for trial.” | santod together in the General's room.
“I am aware, sir;"” said the General;
3 | “that I have not acted fairly towards you,
stranger to what was going on, would| and the only compensation Ican make, is
have infored that Wilmer was reprimand- ' to use wy influence, in your bohalf, with
ing officers and soldiers for some grave|;he Oourt; and in order to make it avail.
wisdeweanor. At length the President able, wish you tell me the provocstion that
resumed businoss, Ly saying: induced y;u to strike Capt. Frits. The
“Lieut. Wilmer, you are arraigned upon | oharge of insubordination is the only one
three charges :—First, for striking your| (hat can be sustained, and the penalty may
superior officer; second, for cowardice, | be mitigated by a knowledge of the cause,”
“As I have already said, sir,”” Wilmer
a steanger, beyond the walls of the fort. | replied, “the name of another is involved
What have you to say in answer to the jn that enquiry, and that other iz = Tady.
first charge?” |Then you see, sir, at a glance, the in-
“That I am guilty of the fact, but justi- | delicacy of such a disclosure, and I would
fied by the provoeation.” | net consent to give her-pame, ghould an
“Anything you ean say in extenuation ;" unconditional aequital be the price. And,
remarkod B G&heral ; “shall receive due to be ecandid with you, General, I am
consideration. What was the provocation | wholely indifferent to the sentence. Con-
by which you were justified t* |scious of no wrong, and anxious to leave
“Phat question 1 oun nodawswer with- | a post (hat has been rendered anything
out involving another in this enquiry.— | but agreable, by potty ansnoyanoces, noth-
The blow was given in defence of innoeence, ing but an atlewmpt to disgrace meo can
and would be voposted under the same|weka me repine ot the scutence of the
circumstances.' Cogrt "

For n minute or two, a death-like silenece
prevailed, in and out of doors, and a

{and, third for treasonable conference with |

baing apprised of the intention, too readily |

This, T think, | view, and following these, two others,—one |

gave assent to all the terms ofthe meeting, | river; then another and another came In

as proposed by the chief
arousud the suspicions of the messenger, s woman, and after these, three more-mak- |
whoso savage stoicism could not nltugelher:ing eight in ull. Wilmer turned upon his|
suppress his uncasiness. He leit as soon | companion, a face pale with anxiety, and
us the eonference ended ; and the General an eye burning like fire, but spoke not,
gave orders for immediate preparations,| “Itis as I feared;" said the Hermit, in
which would have resulted in the total de- s tome of sorrow. *“Those are the six war-
struction of the band of warriors, but for| riors left behind by Tatunkab, and their
the fact, that not an Indisn eould be found ' two captives, the Genoral and his
at the appointed spot.” |daughter.”
#Do you think the messonger rueogniwdl “Rut their captives they aball not long
you, Mr. Wilmer?" lrerunin;™ Exclaimed the young man, “un-
YOf that, I am pot eeriain;” Waas the Jous wy right arm becomes paralyzed, or
reply. “But I hadlaid aside my uniform, my sight suddenly blasted. - T will to_the
and puton my ascoutingdress, and he 100k- ' rozou0 at onee, or die in the I“Ifll.lpl.n
ed atgne sevoral times, with an expression| < Don'tspoil all by overhaste, my young
which 1 could not comprehend.” |friem!. The odds are grent against you
“I'thought as muoh, sir. Thered devils and gven could you overcome them, the

—un unnecessary precaution, as I had | e would be d—d if he yet had been abla
ueither the will nor the power to cscape. [to find ope.  “D-—n," sid Mr.Jones, “all

““An hour or twa huaving been spent in i iuternational proceeding-—~all d']"mi.:

migsion. Povs letushave adrink.
the work of plunder, my captors propared |\ 0 poliey of barmony,” ssys Mr Jonex.

rable village, some ‘Nicaraugna for ever! ' MrCarey Jones's

three miles inland.  Fortunately, for me, | 1 voposition was wnanimously adopted, and

s barrel of water, and one of sea-buscuit, | he. with aidy, disappesred o a smal! Brog-
[gery, and there they stuek Gl they '

| round got lalf'y blind.

to return to their mise

were among the articles saved, and, by
signs, I made thom understand that T was

greatly in need of both articles, and my Axpagw. Jouxsox.~Tho Washington
wants wore sparingly supplied, and my correspoudent of the Lynchburg Viegins
strength sufficiently vecruited to emhle“.“. witeaaboutd nily.Juhnsen,asshongh
me to walk to the village, There T staid 'y poa Loown him from infaey; HoNs
but o few dayd, haviug been sold to the !y . '

owner of a wilver mine, by whom l'nnl “That notorions dewsgogue and “dirk

L —

| virried to thet dungeon {a the mountaing, | aatar’—Androw Johuzon of Teanessop—

where T endured, for soven long years, nll't{s nigunli:'ud hi';\ advent into the !;enh

the privations and erucltios inflicted by | Py-ai uet sltogether ap ate and con:

semi-barbarous wasters upon their slaves. ,‘“m“' He hay intraduced his fhmous
Homostoad Bill"—which he re

| At the espiratioa of that period, I wis oniuavorcd . to pass theough the - other

working alone in my department of the House whon e was theto, bul whieh is so

are vory superstitious, and they have an
iden that you are endowed with supernatur-
al powers, That Indian koew you, and,
depend upon it, that fact had ss much to do
with the result, as the indiscrotion of your
General. But Tatunkah has not sband-
onad his scheme, Six of the braves he
took with him, did sot return, and you

may rest assured theyare lurking sbout
the fort, and may yet succeed in taking
net the General or his daughter, or

#1 aow wwara that o par! of the band sep-

the futher and danghter would be warder
ed ns surely as their eaptors are hard press
ed by you"

#1 know that, sir; and am notsueh o
foo! ns to sdopt s courge that must lend
to such a result. Bukin order to effe:t
their liberation withont danger to the g,
I must have time 40 offeos it by other
means thas an ¢poa . k, and that le.
fore they resch their dostiuation, ot are
{mot by other warriors. Yo do this, the

mine k—whon
the overseer eamein to gather the pro-
ooeds of my lubor. He seated himsalf up-
on o largd slone, and, by the light of his
lantern, I saw that he wasoxcossively pale,
and soarcely had T time to remnark it, when
be eried out that he was ill with the epi-
demic which had swopt off 50 ma ¥ in apd
out of the mines ; and The had wearcly

finished the sentence when he falnted,
“1 know notwhat saggesesd the thonght,

-y comrades being all sic

‘Mm must-nos Auow that I 2w on iy

but it fosactly occured 1o wa that &

i

'entirely n bill of abowinations, that no
| body, excopt & pereon essentially corrupt,
coubd. at this day, sustaie it ket it |
kgown that 18 s net Johuson's o:rwu-
|tion or lutention that the bill should be-
'cowe & law—not st all. Byt bis game iy
I holely to winke politieal vapital for timadt.’
| He “shinks to win'' Ly pasdaring o the
arian and destractive passions of the
(rabble.  Unless Johuson should yot bo
overtaken and bafled o all his solicmes,
bofore the cloge of his vareor, [ shsll bes
gin @ di-l.mlicn.m idoa of theaz b in‘

a "retributive JaSjee




